
 
 

STATE ADVISORY GROUP (SAG) MEETING 
 

November 9, 2020 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Held via videoconference  
 

MINUTES 
 

Participating Members:  
Eric Ford, Chair 
Shameka Stanford, Vice Chair 
Kara Aanenson  
Diana Barney 
Jeff Breslin 
Ron Bown  
John Burton  
Michelle Farr 
Crystal Foretia 
Annie Hansen-Combs 
Lynette Holmes 
Shobhit Negi 
Joe Rossw 
Jonthan Shepherd 
Laura Wilt 
 
Guests: 
John Irvine, Director, Office of Research and Evaluation 
Maryland Department of Juvenile Services 
 
Staff:  
Christina Drushel-Williams 
William Jernigan  
Sabraya Knight 
Chris Miele  
Jessica Wheeler 
 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions  

Mr. Ford called the meeting to order at 1:00 p..m. and Mr. Miele called roll.  

 

GOVERNOR’S COORDINATING OFFICES 
100 COMMUNITY PLACE 

CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023 



II. Approval of September 2020 Minutes 

Mr. Ford directed members to the consent agenda, attached herein and previously sent. Hearing no additions or 

corrections, Mr. Ford motioned and summarily approved the consent agenda as presented.  

III. Department of Juvenile Services Data Presentation  

Mr. Irvine, reviewed the report, “Maryland Juvenile Services, Long Term Trends, FY 2010 – FY 2019”. Notable 

trends include a dramatic decrease in crimes of violence, non-violent felonies, and misdemeanors over the last 10 

years, as well as decreased complaints across most races / ethnicities. Pre-disposition and pending placement 

populations have decreased significantly, and ‘adult holds’ or youth pending court in adult criminal jurisdiction now 

comprise nearly 37% of the detention population. For additional trend data, please visit the link above or review 

the attachment included with these minutes.  

IV. Old / New Business 

A. Juvenile Justice Reform Council  

 

Mr. Ford provided members with an overview and update on the Juvenile Justice Reform Council (JJRC) and 

highlighted intersections between JJRC and SAG initiatives. Mr. Ford recently provided a presentation to the 

JJRC that included the SAG’s recommendations to the group (attached). Mr. Ford also shared information from 

the Human Rights for Kids, 2020 National State Ratings Report, including Maryland’s ranking. Please explore the 

link or review attachments for more information. 

 

B. SAG 2021-2023 Three-Year Plan  

       The Subcommittee is reviewing and interpreting both the SAG member survey responses and data received 

from DJS to select the purpose areas that will drive funding decisions in the next Three-Year Plan. Selecting from 

over 30 purpose area options, the subcommittee must decide which areas from the last plan will be preserved 

and which will be replaced. OJJDP has announced an expedited timeline with little notice; the subcommittee will 

continue its work and may present a draft plan for vote at the January SAG meeting.  

C. State Advisory Board for Juvenile Services  

Ms. Aanenson summarized the most recent meeting held by the State Advisory Board (SAB), which included a 

presentation on juvenile competency and attainment, child fatality review, and updates from the Juvenile 

Justice Monitoring Unit. To view SAB meeting minutes and schedules, please visit this link.  

D. FY 2021 JJAC / JSRM Grant Updates  

Ms. Knight provided a summary of the JJAC/JSMR program that included a breakdown of awards by jurisdiction. 

Ms. Knight also explained the JJAC and JSMR funding sources and mandated timelines, and how these 

distinctions are affected by the bridge funding that was made available to FY20 awardees for continued 

programming 7/1/20 - 9/30/20.  
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https://djs.maryland.gov/Documents/trends/2019-Statewide-Overall-Trends.pdf
http://dls.maryland.gov/policy-areas/juvenile-justice-reform-council#!
https://humanrightsforkids.org/national-state-ratings-report/
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/about-us/State-Advisory-Board.aspx


E. CJJ 2021 Policy Initiatives  

Ms. Wheeler and Mr. Ford provided an update to the group that summarized CJJ’s proposed policy agenda for 

2021. Voting will occur later this month at the Council of SAGs meeting, as part of CJJ’s 2021 Virtual Conference. 

The slate of proposed initiatives includes CJJ’s race equity platform and CJJ’s appeal to Congress regarding 

funding, membership flexibility, and monitoring. Voting results will be shared with the SAG following the Council 

of SAGs meeting.  

V. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  

 
Next Meeting: January 11, 2020, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Maryland Juvenile Justice Links:  
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SAG Member Resources Juvenile Justice Reform Council  State Advisory Board for DJS  

Member, JJRA, Training, and JJ Links View video recordings of all meetings  Description, roles, meeting information  

DJS Data Resource Guides   

State and Local Data - FY2011 to  FY2019    

http://goccp.maryland.gov/juveniles/state-advisory-group-member-resources/
http://dls.maryland.gov/policy-areas/juvenile-justice-reform-council#!
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/about-us/State-Advisory-Board.aspx
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/Data-Resource-Guides.aspx

